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of plate glass in the brickwork. The effect was very attrac-
tive in a rather perverse way, because both brick and glass
had qualities of surface, and the intervention of a wide
frame would have interfered with a tense appreciation of
their widely contrasting characteristics. For practical
reasons, this method was abandoned. But the metal frame
which was subsequently introduced was almost entirely
hidden behind the brick reveal, so that the original effect
was maintained.

These are design subtleties which have a similar value to
that produced in sensitive phrasing in words or music.
They appear as irrational or inexplicable only to those who
fail to grasp, or are out of sympathy with, the type of expres-
sion which is being sought.

The suggestion of concealed structure is sometimes
responsible for a note of phantasy in form and detail which
is not uncommon in modern design, and is enriching it in
much the same way as the gnome carved on a Gothic corbel
enriched the sense of Gothic structure. Everyone knows
that the little figure in its quaint cramped position gives no
effective support to arch or beam, but that, by imbuing
structure with humour, it makes the latter all the more
interesting and human.

A modern parallel occurs in another of Dudok's schools
at Hilversum, where one corner of a wide roof overhang is
made to appear as though supported on a large round ball,
The ball suggests the act of playing with the load, it offers
itself as a jest in the face of the solemn necessities of
structure (Fig. 69),

The setting back of wall surfaces in the form of a long
narrow band, just below the point where some load or
weight is taken by the wall, is another device expressive of